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Message Text 



PAGE 01 EC BRU 04229 251321Z 
53 

ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 10-13 ADP-00 AGR-20 AID-20 CEA-02 CIAE-00 

COME-OO EB-11 FRB-02 INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 CIEP-02 

STR-08 TRSE-00 LAB-06 SIL-01 OMB-01 NSC-10 SS-15 L-03 

H-03 PA-03 PRS-01 USIA-15 RSR-01 /174W 

049734 

R 251220Z IUL 73 
FM USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5577 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
USMISSION GENEVA 
USMISSION OECD PARIS 

UNCLAS EC BRUSSELS 4229 

PASS AGRICULTURE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR, EEC, US 

SUBJECT: JULY 23-24 EC COUNCIL (FOREIGN MINISTERS) - LARDINOIS 
REPORTS ON HIS DISCUSSIONS IN WASHINGTON ON SOYBEAN 
SITUATION 

1. AT THE JULY 23-24 COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES (FOREIGN 
MINISTERS), EC COMMISSIONER PETRUS LARDINOIS REPORTED TO THE 
MINISTERS ON HIS RECENT VISIT TO WASHINGTON TO DISCUSS THE SOYBEAN 
SITUATION. HE TOLD THE MINISTERS THAT HE HAD OBTAINED A US PROMISE 
THAT OF THE SAME 130 THOUSAND TONS OF SOYBEAN MEAL RELEASED 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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RECENTLY, 80 TO 100 THOUSAND TONS WOULD GO TO THE EC. LARDINOIS 
ADDED THAT HE HAD BEEN GIVEN ASSURANCES THAT THE SITUATION WOULD 
BE BACK TO NORMAL SOON. 
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2. HE ALSO REPORTED TO THE MINISTERS THAT HE HAD REMINDED US 
OFFICIALS THAT BREAKING CURRENT CONTRACTS ON SOYBEAN PRODUCTS 
WAS A VERY DANGEROUS MATTER SINCE IT RAISES DOUBT IN EUROPE ABOUT 
AMERICAN SUPPORT FOR THE PRINCIPLES OF FREE TRADE. LARDINOIS SAID 
HE HAD TOLD THE AMERICANS THAT THE SOYBEAN ISSUE WAS A TEST CASE, 
AND THAT IF THE AMERICANS TOOK THE LIBERTY OF NOT HONORING CON 
TRACTS, "OTHERS COULD DO LIKEWISE". 

3. THE MINISTERS DID NOT DISCUSS NOR COMMENT ON LARDINOIS' REPORT, 
ALTHOUGH DE LIPKOWSKI POINTED OUT THAT THE FRENCH HAD BEEN RAISING 
WARNING FLAGS ON SOYBEANS TWO OR THREE MONTHS AGO. 

4. SUBSEQUENT TO HIS REPORT TO THE COUNCIL, LARDINOIS TOLD THE 
AMBASSADOR THAT HE WAS VERY PLEASED WITH THE OUTCOME OF HIS TALKS 
IN WASHINGTON, AND SAID THAT HIS REPORT TO THE COUNCIL ON THE 

VISIT HAD BEEN FAVORABLY RECEIVED BY THE MINISTERS. GREENWALD 

UNCLASSIFIED 



« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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